15T DISTRICT SERVICE OFFICER VA & R REPORT FOR APRIL 24

L

rer m By Richard Strehlow 262-641-0977

VA NEWS & INFORMATION:

Did you know disability lawyers are experienced in helping veterans navigate the complex process of
obtaining benefits from the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)? They understand the unique challenges
that veterans face and can help you gather the necessary evidence to support your claim. Additionally,

a disability lawyer can represent you in appeals and hearings if your claim is denied.

Did you know that there are exciting developments regarding benefits for veterans who served in the Panama
Canal Zone (PCZ)? Thanks to bipartisan support, these benefits are now brewing and will soon be made
available to those who served honorably in the PCZ.

Did you know the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) now requires a single account for direct deposit of
all benefits? This means that veterans must use only one account for receiving all their VA benefits. This
change is aimed at streamlining the process and ensuring efficient delivery of benefits to our

honored veterans.

Did you know the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced that all Veterans who were exposed to
toxins and other hazards while serving in the military — at home or abroad — will be eligible to enroll directly
in VA health care beginning March 5, 2024? This means that all Veterans who served in the Vietnam War, the
Gulf War, Iraq, Afghanistan, the Global War on Terror, or any other combat zone after 9/11 will be eligible to
enroll directly in VA health care without first applying for VA benefits. Additionally, Veterans who never
deployed but were exposed to toxins or hazards while training or on active duty in the United States will also
be eligible to enroll.

Did you know the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has recognized the alarming rate at which veterans are
affected by eczema? Eczema, which is a chronic skin disorder, can be caused by exposure to certain chemicals
or environmental factors, and can have a significant impact on a person's quality of life. The new disability
benefits will provide financial assistance to veterans who have been diagnosed with eczema as a service-
connected disability. This is an important step in recognizing the sacrifices made by our veterans, and
providing them with the support they need to manage their condition.

Hemorrhoids, a medical condition that affects the veins in the anal region, is becoming more prevalent

among veterans. Recent studies have shown that veterans are more likely to suffer from hemorrhoids as
compared to the general population. This condition can be caused by prolonged periods of sitting, standing, or
heavy lifting, which are all common activities in military service. Furthermore, hemorrhoids can also be

a service-connected disability, making it all the more important for veterans to seek proper medical attention
and treatment.

Did you know the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) recognizes tinnitus as a service-connected

disability for Veterans. This means that Veterans who suffer from tinnitus, a condition characterized by ringing
or buzzing in the ears, may be eligible for disability compensation. Tinnitus is a common condition

among Veterans, often caused by exposure to loud noises during military service. This policy reflects

the VA's commitment to ensuring that Veterans receive the care and support they deserve. If you are



a Veteran with tinnitus, you are encouraged to reach out to your local VA office to learn more about your
eligibility for disability compensation.

Did you know the Social Security Administration (SSA) announced that a new law aiming to provide a $2,600
payment for seniors on Supplemental Security Income (SSI), Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI),

and Veterans Affairs (VA) benefits was approved?

The Federal Government has determined that beneficiaries of Social Security programs will be able to receive
this additional payment in December. Additionally, these benefits will be based on the December cost of living
adjustment. At their scheduled date, seniors eligible for Supplemental Security Income, Social Security
Disability Insurance, and Veterans Affairs benefits, will get the $2,600 payment.

If you served in the Navy during the Vietnam War, you may have been exposed to Agent Orange. This toxic
herbicide was used extensively by the military during that time, and many Navy ships sailed through
contaminated waters. If you are a veteran who was exposed to Agent Orange, you may be eligible for

certain benefits. To help you determine if you were exposed, we have created a database of Navy ships that
were in or near Vietnam during the war. By checking our database, you can find out if your ship was exposed
to Agent Orange and potentially unlock the benefits you've been looking for. Don't wait any longer, check for
your ship today.

Many veterans are facing challenges such as isolation, poor memory, poor hygiene, and delusional thoughts
that may be service-connected. If you or someone you know is experiencing these difficulties, know that
support is available. It's essential for veterans to know that they are not alone and that there

are resources and services designed to help them navigate these issues. Whether it's connecting with mental
health professionals, seeking assistance from veteran support organizations, or reaching out to

fellow veterans for camaraderie, taking the first step towards seeking help is crucial.

The Veterans Service Organization (VSO) highly recommends filing for disability claims. If you are a veteran or
a family member of a veteran with a service-related disability, you are encouraged to apply for disability
benefits. VSO's have seen firsthand how disability benefits can improve the lives of veterans and their families.
Don't hesitate to reach out to us for assistance in filing your claim.

The VA is deeply concerned about thousands of veterans who are unknowingly carrying a time bomb in their
bodies in the form of a debilitating liver condition. This silent threat has already claimed the lives of hundreds
of veterans and is particularly affecting those who served in Vietnam. The severity of this condition is such that
it is causing immense suffering among veterans.

Remember.......... That all gave some, but many gave all!

Remember.......... That all gave some, but many gave all!




