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Did you know the VA is required to notify a veteran of the information that is needed in order to obtain 

the benefits requested? This is called the VA’s duty to notify. Also, the VA is required to obtain information, and 

evidence that would support a veteran’s claim such as service records, service medical records, etc. This is 

also called the VA’s duty to assist. The purpose of these duties is to make it easier on 

the veteran claiming benefits to gather all of the necessary evidence for a successful claim. 

Did you know PFAS, often referred to as "forever chemicals," present unique challenges for Air Force 

veterans? PFAS can lead to serious health implications and long-term effects, including increased risks of 

certain cancers, liver damage, and immune system dysfunction. It is crucial for Air Force veterans to be aware 

of these risks and to seek accurate information regarding their health and potential compensation options. 

Meniere’s Syndrome is a chronic inner ear disorder that can lead to episodes of vertigo, 
hearing loss, tinnitus, and a feeling of fullness in the ear. For veterans, this condition may 
pose unique challenges, impacting not only their auditory health but also their overall quality 
of life. Understanding Meniere's Syndrome is crucial for managing its symptoms effectively 
and ensuring that veterans can continue to engage fully in their lives. By seeking out 
information and support, veterans can take proactive steps towards better health and well-
being, knowing they are not alone in this journey. Additionally, it is important for veterans to 
understand that Meniere’s Syndrome can potentially be recognized as a service-connected 
disability. This awareness is crucial as it not only validates the experiences of those who may 
be suffering from this debilitating condition, but also opens up pathways for accessing 
vital benefits and support. 
 
Coronary Artery Disease (CAD) is a serious heart condition characterized by the narrowing 
or blockage of the coronary arteries, which are responsible for delivering oxygen-rich blood to 
the heart muscle. This narrowing is often caused by a buildup of plaque—a mixture of fat, 
cholesterol, and other substances that can harden and restrict blood flow. For veterans, 
understanding CAD is crucial, as they may face unique risk factors that can contribute to the 
development of this disease. Risk factors for CAD include high blood pressure, high 
cholesterol, smoking, diabetes, obesity, and a sedentary lifestyle. Additionally, stress—an 
issue many veterans experience—can further exacerbate these risks. Symptoms 
of CAD may include chest pain (angina), shortness of breath, fatigue, and in severe cases, 
heart attacks. Recognizing these symptoms early can make a significant difference in 
managing the condition and improving overall health. The VA recognizes the significant 
impact of CAD on veterans’ health and offers disability ratings to provide 
necessary compensation. Agent Orange, a herbicide used during the Vietnam War, has been 
linked to numerous health issues, including CAD and other heart 
conditions. Veterans exposed to Agent Orange are at higher risk for developing them, and, 
again, the VA recognizes this connection by offering presumptive service 
connection for ischemic heart disease, which includes CAD 
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Did you know veterans who have suffered debilitating illnesses after exposure to jet fuel, solvents and 
other environmental hazards while serving at Karshi-Khanabad Air Base in Uzbekistan after 
September 11, 2001, will be able to receive disability benefits? The Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA) recently made the announcement. 
 

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) offers a range of benefits not only 
to veterans but also to their surviving spouses, children and dependents. 
These benefits serve as a lifeline, providing crucial support and assistance to those 
left behind. Here are six significant VA benefits that pass on to survivors:  

1. Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC): 
DIC is a tax-free monthly benefit paid to eligible survivors of service members who 
died in the line of duty or veterans whose death resulted from a service-related injury 
or illness. This compensation helps offset the financial burden experienced 
by surviving spouses, children, and dependent parents.  

2. Survivors Pension (Death Pension): 
The Survivors Pension provides financial support to low-income, un-
remarried surviving spouses and unmarried children of deceased wartime veterans. 
Eligibility criteria include financial need, the deceased veteran’s wartime service, and 
the survivor’s income and net worth. 

3. Education Benefits (GI Bill Transfer): 
Through the Transfer of Entitlement (TOE) option, eligible veterans can transfer all 
or a portion of their unused Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits to their spouse or dependent 
children. This benefit covers tuition, fees, housing, and other educational expenses, 
empowering survivors to pursue their academic goals.  

4. Home Loan Guaranty Program: 
Surviving spouses of veterans may be eligible for VA home loan benefits, including 
the VA Home Loan Guaranty program. This program provides loans with favorable 
terms, such as no down payment and competitive interest rates, making 
homeownership more accessible for eligible survivors. 

5. Healthcare Benefits: 
Certain surviving spouses and dependents of deceased veterans may qualify 
for VA health care benefits through programs like CHAMPVA (Civilian Health and 
Medical Program of the Department of Veterans Affairs). CHAMPVA covers a 
portion of medical expenses not covered by other insurance plans, offering vital 
health care support.  

Did you know more than 300,000 veterans have died from Agent Orange exposure? Which 
is almost five times as many as the 58,000 who died in combat during the Vietnam conflict. 
 

Did you know veterans or active duty service members with a VA-guaranteed home loan 
who are facing foreclosure, may use the Veterans Affairs Servicing Purchase (VASP) 
program, which may help keep them in their home? Call today if your servicer agency is 
proceeding with foreclosure without exploring other temporary options. You can call 877-
827-3702 and select 4 (TTY: 711).  Open Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
EST. 
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Veterans face unique challenges when it comes to scars—whether from the rigors of 
combat, the demanding nature of military training, or the spirited competition of military 
sports. The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) offers specific benefits for these scars, 
recognizing their impact on a veteran's quality of life. Veterans may be eligible 
for compensation for scars obtained during active duty, which can include financial support 
and access to medical services. It's important for veterans to understand these entitlements 
and actively advocate for themselves to ensure they receive the benefits they deserve. 
 
Did you know that migraine headaches significantly impact the lives of many veterans, 
creating an additional layer of challenge on top of their already unique struggles? It’s crucial 
to raise awareness about this issue within the veteran community, as understanding and 
support can greatly enhance well-being. 
 
Did you know as of last September 2023 there were an estimated 17.9 
million veterans living in the United States? And, there were 5.27 million veterans with 
a service-connected disability. But, only 6% of veterans receive VA benefits. 
  

Remember………. That all gave some, but many gave all!                         
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